A chronicle of our search for v in Alb

wher miay hagpen. becianse of or desplie architeciure, and then,

New Mexico, USA Eieni Bastéa with Terron Cax, Payl sm.m
Caroiine ftoi, Louvenia Mages and Jode Nyboer.

Bt smigghs have had 10 do with the Bacr that Uve architecnire stdents who
gatlered at my-house atwiut 4 month ago o ckle this fuestion were all
from somvewhere clse € it might lave had to do with the Faes that my o
shefandi nedson of communily centres as places of my earlier lives: Greece,
Phiilacelphia, Beskelew, O, maybe. architecture siudents are by nature
romantics and social critics i the sane tme. For wlatever reasan, our firsy
cliscussicnn, which lasted several hours and was Tieled by tea and baklava,
dlied ot Iearl teany positive resubis,

We agreed that Alhuguergue, with its population of more than 400,000,
lacked i scise of communitg. You couled 1rv 1o make it happen, you could
ok fr i, bt bt wetlel e in vatin, One: could find community mich more

e done s or twenny veass ago. Conmunity happened
alten in il phices of oo childhessl, Discane bur Gambliar
ek They eveked powerful personal memaries of a

Tivee samewhere o, casting a long shadon on our present life.
Diefined mainly by school and work. life in Albuguerque seemed colourless
and anecimensional.

el wee peally beheve thar shere wis no community in Albuquergue, or
were we just externalising a personal progensiny wwards privacy and
introversion? Wasetour responsibiling 1o help make communit happen
tarough archiecioees To recogniee il anid how ar
ereate cominunin? Sholdn'twe be sencing o positive siote 1o our reade
vt ire alsar cruising down e electromic ighways but sill vearn for the
comfart af a drink i a Familiar pah or café?

hitwetre may help

When Tmet with the Cent editors in Lonedon, they had suggested that
architecture students coaih] drivw a row of houses, lront and beck. and show
haone huildinngs help ereate commuhit, Bt nevone here was ready o sliow how
Fis or her architecture could do thas Mayhbe this is 2 preposterous thoughs
and of isell. Maybie the Tiest saep i al trining s oo pecognise

e i e I '

by Jode Nyboer, Baul Gilmon de chiterture canne ercate
commmunity. Tlee communin exists, eit les e Our next task, then,
becarme just that: Let sfind placesin Ty ! i i
and phetograph them

gradually, gai " Buildi

wrel il

Uspent mos of a day In‘Taid Nevermber going anound Aliqueruie 1o
record where community happens. | asked my hushane, Mark Forte, 1o
join me, not only becase be deves and Tdon't Bun also becase T identify
my experience of this ciry with our ootiogs tegether. This is our sixth year
here

© newEners e o We staried by visiting

O Tewns, which is 3 majow ourst atizaction because it sull retains much

v stores, We ended up in Nob Hill,
anatler attraction For locals and tourists alike, kiown for its eclectic stores
and mare urban claracier. OF couse, D worried alennt Teing v old
veally know the hip and exciting places han my stutdents undoubtedly kiew,
but L kept that o myself. § eried w0 quict o cational mind and allow the
camera lens o lead me o spots of commiiy and rnu;lg\ et 1 fosnd
mysell photographing places insii
came togeiher i eat. O3 Town is plasned around
by the church of Sin Felipe de Neri. T hink it is the church and ot the
shops that make Old Town one of the focal peints of o ¥
it was at the Flying Star calé, a long-time anchoe uf the nelghbosishood,
where community clearly happened,

il iz, dlefined

When we came togetler a couple of weeks Laer with our Finelings, almoss
everyone ehse had also stopped and photographed the Flying Star—a locad
chain that alse runs e Satellive Cafe. Bt there were alsn plonmgraphs
fronm ather cafés and resturanis, the kecal Co-op supermarket, o public
ibrary andd Hyder Pack, which s especially popular with people walking
their dogs. Afier & marathon eighs-hour meeting the foflawing week, the
teann narrowee down the places of community w four: R Winning's
Collee House, the Sacllive Café, the Frontier Restairant {open 24 ours)
and the Flying Star Calé in Nol All are plares where vou can sipa
i of coffer, have a snack, read the paper or conneet on the wireless
netwark and stay for an lour or ten. At the Frontier and the Flying Sear,
you can als have inch, dinner or dessert with sunbwestern, niainstrean







RE Winnings Catfes House

Satellite

Soumetimes 1 want 10 get & cup ol coffee without having o par on my
chipper and approachable fice. | don't want to talk 1 anyone | know. 1
don’twant small wlk to distract me, chanee encounter (o pat me off my

track, This usedd o be relateely

sy o o here. When you spend so much

in the architecture siudio. touglh, relying upon e same
supply hutspots, commuriry is hacd 10 avoid, 1 see the same, prediciable
Faces, the bagistas smile at me more knowingly. It's harder and harder o

be: alone, and harder so wani i be, cither. «#Louvenia Mages

Public Library

A Dwalk intes my library, Tsee o gr
They seem i between il

up of children from a nearby childeare
i excitement a1 belng there

cenlet el thheir
dbesive 10 B n (e best Behastor, 1see a gentleman getting help from a
lilararian o lacate a Book. A local rary provides immediate imsght into
e marure of a communi. All the information you need in one stop from
Tuss scheeclutles o sppon g

up listings: Toaks abe

it the irea anad reacing
groups for peaple with comman interests. Young and old all come and
ruls efbones b scal lisriries ~ sometimes we even find how much we have
in common. % Carolne £ lioé

On Community and the World

I s thae wenelel as my funckanental eosmmunity, fsctured by language,
perspective, iceology, mis ratanding, and, of course, geography,

Archiseeiire ghes me a (o, 10 argue
It Facilitates 1 (NETRTT

o rellect and fo understand,
"

o easions by whis

s teveale me. 1
inysell baopaing that somehow arelitecture coald de this on a glabal eve
ot i

pmogertise bt 1o unify discrere elemen
commnn ground with their ide
e sl ccasion

ey, i my o, (e
dliversity so that perls
are the meliing potsof

. helping people o huild
s posired i werds, smply by providing

servesisa pabilic gathering space, allowang such
the only comme sment is the cale isell, Calés

eas smelters ol eeifice, commani

atieat, arumens:

1l et b lecal calés. Thiis
pessiol
cimgon whieh s which, I dhe encl, we will have argiee, lughed, agreed,
and agreedd 1o dissgree, and will have built entire ciyscapes from ldeas

ponred into words. Architecture plays o role by prosiding shelier, sruciue
andd infrastructnre made of the mndane m il sisal it I, sk
of these humble edifices, peagsle will gather, and tirough the most modern
and msndane miracles of our day will wanseend Qieir place and will baild
an entire world together... a world united by their collective ideas. v Paul
Gibson

Laitering
Enae had recently learieil a now word while sii

gl Loite Relaively !
Tiirm, solieaskedion e detis

nul a park during his New

thisforeignword confuserl
tion, whichconfused himeven move, ' Hangin ow
all the timne ina place thar's notvour lome, doing nothing? That's forbéddens!
But'mSpanish!” he exclaimed, “thar's the definidon ol my lite!!" Eighthorsin
R.B. Winnuings colfeehouse, sprissy for just ne cup of coflee. I'd purchased
miore time o park oy b in that plasde elair for less than it cost 1o park my
car for 2 hours. Fuddling areand the wmuniny shle fream apen ol chose,
first just s cormer, Uen ane whole half of it rancling oul to co-opt time
s power outlet: anchoriig b fricnds, colleagues, clasmies;
watching every other table around us n
embadviing tht siher definition? 1
all day, trying o deline
establishment, | real

at another bl

w

el over again, Were we just
itering? Siting around doing nothing
iy, we became the very definition of it This
eloesn’t tlrive on the cash of it products, rader s
Tivelihood depends upon the eapis of community the customers create and
e with their so-called boitering. o Louvenia Magee

RE Winnings Colfee House

The experience it Winiing s Colfee hose beghi

atiehistanece, Walking towareds

s entrance, Inotice mbdes with ombrellas soateres

1 winidhines, Herea
seene reninmcentol the 1960 playsout Batisa milisar jacketsand dreadlocks.
aps of smoking college studenits,
walk cali

These
counterculture

s Uit aninsate this i

characiers can be seen in Uheir Famili ot ddays. T

ensemble serves as the Laga ihlic Lace of this establshment.

Oince insiele, Estand in line surveving the o rooms that house e restangan!,

Peaple are spread out between Uit cotichies and utiliseio tables and

chabrs, [ find o sead in the se

e, Papers,
bouring tildes, An
hemes.

and Laptaps |
phiing
This resonn iy be the madern Greek

te peaple v truly speak the
Winming's ( ot desigin s
it siggatal. In Lact, (e pliysical design of Winning's seems complerely

irrelevant, The energy that continally pulls me hack fies i the b
velationsliips and open forum of this eovironnent, As «
of vwners|

Exvery time | visi

rwhel

g scrise
amang the et of characiers who call
Winning's home. It is this scse of ownership, st the physical design, which
eatabilishies Wirintizig's s & hallnsark of my community. w2 fermon Cax

o seeins almest pralpable



RE Winnings Coffee House

10 life is a dance, then the café must surely be a dance

. 1 have been

Frequenting the various cades i town, aned bave laely

el g it s
one, [1s underdes:
seem 0 embady a

all designed spage is pren
penple in it

v inspire il
hasic trustalarins,
patio. But if you can
incense, the inside is much more covilized 1t here that 1
s 1o kick are
apcir A s i thes s b

of the: sarne proj

world’s problems and gain new [
these, reveals many Facets of my community. Without them, Dmay be bess
aware of the rich Gbric in which 1 live. =% Faw Gibson

The Flying Star Café

It a Dkl firll day s we walk into the res,

at the counter, and go and sitat

& 1 be noticed. to get same pa

notice e
and evervon

Tem ot side of wwn.

e, one of i local ©

Alrcaty, we'vie extabl s

T place:
s afier i stressful day. o Caroline € irol

The Flying Star Café

fowrt food, sweet cakes, and

area. Food will bein
in Alhuguerque m
demograpliic of the ity into eq
iy fo car, work, 1e

the consisier

uml architec

U dhesagn

appeal. But the amblance is
My ciry has infused this place
prosaises the gatliee

tenure and curiosity. My plac
of all my neigh 5, anel cont
e of my communiny, wsually hidden in the fabric of the ciry

The Fiying Star
Café
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The Frontier Restaurant

on the old Route G

ather, What more ¢ 1 vour wantz” queried Mr

o Louvania Magee

The Frontier Restaurant

esigar, el as if all

allare weloomed,
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